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What OSG Says and What OSG Does 

OSG has had a lot to say about unions lately. In addition to commenting for a recent story in 
Maritime Executive, the company took to social media on Labor Day to “celebrate” the working 
people who keep its ships moving. More media coverage is coming, and so are more occasions 
when OSG will have something to say about workers and their right to collectively bargain. As 
our fight for a first contract continues, let’s compare what OSG says with what OSG actually 
does. 

WHAT OSG SAYS WHAT OSG DOES 

“We respect the collective bargaining and 
representation process.” – Maritime 
Executive, 9/1/26 

Refuses to respect the choice its own 
Licensed Deck Officers made at the ballot 
box. 

Its appeal “is not to oppose union 
representation.” – Maritime Executive, 
8/31/26 

Asks a federal court to overturn the NLRB 
orders requiring it to recognize and bargain 
with MM&P. 

Points to nearly 800 union employees as 
evidence of its longstanding relationship with 
organized labor. – Maritime Executive, 
8/31/26 

Knows how to bargain with unions but still 
denies its Licensed Deck Officers a seat at the 
bargaining table after they voted 
overwhelmingly for MM&P. 

It remains committed to “lawful labor 
relations.” – Maritime Executive, 8/31/26 

Was ordered by the NLRB to cease and desist 
from refusing to bargain and to recognize and 
bargain with MM&P. 

“Honoring the hard work, dedication, and 
service of workers across the country this 
Labor Day, both on land and at sea.” — OSG 
Facebook, 9/1/26 

Celebrates mariners on Labor Day while 
denying its own Licensed Deck Officers the 
collective bargaining they voted for. 

OSG said it is appealing “the interpretation of 
the supervisory responsibilities of chief mates 
under federal labor law.” – Maritime 
Executive 8/31/26 

Meanwhile OSG voluntarily recognized an 
unelected union to represent a bargaining 
unit that contained the same Chief Mate they 
say are now supervisors.  
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OSG may lie in the press and on social media, but deeds speak louder than words. What 
matters is what we do together. The company has had plenty of opportunities to divide us, 
discourage us, and wait us out yet we’re still here.  
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IN THE NEWS 

IN THE NEWS 

9/11 BOAT LIFT 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, A TRAGEDY STRUCK OUR NATION. BORN FROM THE ASHES AND FIRE, 
OUR COUNTRY UNITED, AND A WAVE OF SOLIDARITY REVERBERATED ACROSS THE LAND. OUT OF 
THAT DAY CAME COUNTLESS STORIES OF HEROISM. THIS IS ONE OF THEM.  

FOLLOWING THE ATTACKS ON 9/11 HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE RAN SOUTH IN LOWER 
MANHATTAN TO THE WATERS EDGE. EVERY MODE OF TRANSPORTATION WAS SHUT DOWN IN NEW 
YORK CITY. WITH ALL THE MELEE AND PANIC THERE WAS A VOICE OF DIRECTION ECHOING FROM 
A VHF RADIO CALL HAILING FROM THE PILOT BOAT NEW YORK. THE USCG WAS ON BOARD THE 
MM&P’S SANDY HOOK PILOTS BOAT AND CALLED FOR ALL AVAILABLE BOATS TO ASSIST WITH THE 
EVACUATION OF LOWER MANHATTAN AND REPORT TO GOVERNORS ISLAND IN ORDER TO 
ORGANIZE WHAT WE NOW KNOW TO BE THE 9/11 BOAT LIFT.  

HUNDREDS OF BOATS BEGAN MAKING WAY TOWARDS GOVERNORS ISLAND MANY OF WHICH WERE 
CREWED BY MM&P MEMBERS. CUTTING THROUGH THE DARK ACRID SMOKE, THESE HEROIC 
MARINERS BEGAN EMBARKING THE VICTIMS OF 9/11 BY ALL MEANS POSSIBLE. IT WAS AN ALL-
HANDS EVENT. THERE WAS NO TRAINING FOR THIS. AVERAGE PEOPLE STEPPED UP AND BECAME 
INSTANT SHIPMATES. THE 9/11 BOAT LIFT WAS THE LARGEST SEA EVACUATION IN HISTORY. 
THIS WAS LARGER THAN THE BATTLE OF DUNKIRK IN WORLD WAR TWO WERE OVER 300,000 
BRITISH AND FRENCH SOLDIERS WERE RESCUED OVER THE COURSE OF 9 DAYS. 

 ON 9/11 NEARLY 500,000 CIVILIANS WERE RESCUED BY BOAT IN LESS THAN 9 HOURS.  

AS WE HONOR THOSE WE LOST, WE ALSO HONOR THE HEROISM OF THOSE WHO ACTED. THE 
LEGACY OF THE 9/11 BOAT LIFT REMINDS US THAT SOLIDARITY IS MORE THAN A WORD — IT IS 
ACTION, SACRIFICE, AND UNITY IN THE FACE OF TRAGEDY. THIS IS, AND ALWAYS WILL BE, THE 
SPIRIT OF THE AMERICAN MERCHANT MARINE. 
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WATCH THE 9/11 BOAT LIFT VIDEO HERE: 
HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/18LSXFCDRJO?SI=SE7PK4H4S8SIIKCN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F18lsxFcDrjo%3Fsi%3DSe7PK4h4s8siikCN&data=05%7C02%7Ctlarkin%40bridgedeck.org%7C48e726c0a3084259b72008ddf217acff%7Caf034533161745bdadab2b04bf9bd509%7C0%7C0%7C638932905700861158%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3f1yGZezv6exTVT6ox8FB8JmiU8zdDELta8Z8P1lNw8%3D&reserved=0
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OSG and ATC LDOs can upgrade to Chief Mate through the MM&P License Advancement 
Fellowship by applying for MM&P membership via comptroller@bridgedeck.org and 
mmpinfo@bridgedeck.org for reimbursement. The Fellowship reimburses 50% of non-
reimbursed training costs up to $10,000 per LDO for approved courses. For more information, 
email mmpinfo@bridgedeck.org. 

MM&P IS HERE TO LISTEN 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, YOU CAN REACH CAPTAIN SHAWN TUCY OR CAPTAIN TOM LARKIN AT 
MMPINFO@BRIDGEDECK.ORG OR CALL 410-582-7046 

Looking for more information about MM&P? 

Click on the link below for past editions of the newsletters: 

https://bridgedeck.org/osg-newsletters/ 

mailto:mmpinfo@bridgedeck.org
https://bridgedeck.org/osg-newsletters/
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