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OSG FLEET & ATC FLEET NEWSLETTER 174TH EDITION 

AUGUST 28, 2026 

Why did 80% LDOs at ATC vote to go union? Individually, we have limited power to influence 
what a company pays or what standards it maintains. When LDOs come together, we can 
negotiate collectively over wages, benefits, vacation, relief, safety, and working conditions into 
an enforceable contract. We will be part of an organization of experienced LDOs, 
representatives and legal professionals who will have your back to protect and assert your 
rights.  
 
America’s merchant marine has dramatically declined over generations while maritime 
companies have become larger and more consolidated. At the same time, the Jones Act and 
U.S.-flag shipping continue to face political pressure. Being part of MM&P gives us the strength 
beyond any single ship or employer to stand for U.S.-flag jobs, maritime standards, and the 
future of our profession. You will have employment options if your current employer fails or if 
conditions aboard ship deteriorate. 
 
It’s time for Saltchuk subsidiaries ATC and OSG to sit down and negotiate. The National Labor 
Relations Board has determined ATC and OSG violated federal labor law and ordered the 
companies to bargain. Rep. Chellie Pingree, a senior member of the House Appropriations 
Committee, recently joined the growing list of public officials turning their attention to 
Saltchuk’s anti-union behavior.  

Get in the Conversation! Join the MM&P 
ATC/OSG WhatsApp 

 

https://rebrand.ly/ATCOSHWHATS 
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IN THE NEWS 

WHITE HOUSE OFFERS DETAILS OF PLAN TO BUILD NAVY VESSELS IN FOREIGN SHIPYARDS 

President Trump has signed a national security presidential memorandum (NSPM) aimed at 
fixing problems in the Navy’s shipbuilding programs. 

Under the terms of the NSPM, foreign shipbuilders will be permitted to build up to two Navy 
vessels in shipyards located abroad. 

The memo specifies that, to qualify, the foreign shipbuilder will have to maintain a US presence 
and commit to transferring production of the remainder of each series to an American shipyard. 

Under current law, the Navy must build its ships in the US. 

Some members of Congress on both sides of the aisle have expressed opposition to plans to 
offshore Navy shipbuilding. 

“The United States maritime industrial base did not decline overnight,” Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.) 
said at a Senate hearing that took place earlier this year. 

“It happened over decades.” 

Offshoring Navy shipbuilding, he said, would be “treating the symptom instead of fixing the 
underlying problem.” 

Maine Sen. Angus King (I) has also expressed opposition to the idea, citing security concerns as 
well as the fact that it would deny American shipyards the resources needed to rebuild their 
own operations here in the US. 

Legislators on the House Armed Services Committee added language to the defense policy bill 
earlier this year that would bar the Navy from using funds allocated for FY 2027 to purchase 
ships from foreign builders. 

US shipbuilders have also spoken out against the offshoring plan. 

Shipbuilders Council of America President Matthew Paxton said in a statement that offshoring 
shipbuilding would undercut the President’s own Maritime Action Plan, diverting jobs and 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Favanan.url-protection.com%2Fv1%2Fr01%2Furl%3Fo%3Dhttps%253A%2F%2Fgiib757ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%253Ff%253D001lgOgVnT4GoHqrsl545qEWUIPXB7XiaDIhW45pj-gZWXQTcRGas0UhvQGnfreOGGWJUD0gl8yNQpLt3QE8Gu-p--kMHLCfyrV0Bea9gcJdljCx0MpU0BVx5BTbvqMmmcW6-ENvzIl4xci37K2Y4ftymlOYO9nzk-1uqexLEfZAF4UTY8VRZalJSnbMVozLzX9f3sMT3NTSDgGXdkrZcOtiRrqY0dRTiBnCjn7paG-6_lB8cMeRTJmLEyThXqJBGNywDhh3REEQe3QqAv3TJu_eqmngX_UnMp3DBVWV4yNwaprA2bLdSm0zw%253D%253D%2526c%253DV76I1MxFGPsASilF0fXbqFoSpEWdNbBUK0URLEGUKnlbjYCXsKxMRA%253D%253D%2526ch%253DTThk5RyTq3m-EeCxSClA3q2Jyptl-A9S-8VN3jLYTdYI_m9nqHZFyg%253D%253D%26g%3DNWU0ZjIwMDM1NjE5OWRhOA%3D%3D%26h%3DOTEzZmE0MTFjZmU4YzMyNjI5NDg0YTRkZWY2YTA0OWMzNDU5ZTdhYWQyMzlhMjEzMDE0ODYyODFjNDE2OWE2NA%3D%3D%26p%3DYXAzOmJyaWRnZWRlY2s6YTpvOmUzMjNkMjhmYTQyODNjYzE2MzZmZWJjMmMxMjM2N2ZiOjc6aDpU&data=05%7C02%7Cdginsberg%40bridgedeck.org%7C4f09ab40bf8c4e3fec5708df04402870%7Caf034533161745bdadab2b04bf9bd509%7C0%7C0%7C639234345732452789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KElYpKFQQ1orWEaW4dC0UdekoHNbi3AgSJ8qj2dd4HQ%3D&reserved=0
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industrial capacity from American shipyards at a time when the administration says it is seeking 
to revitalize them. 

“Every hull built abroad is demand, jobs, and industrial capability diverted from American 
shipyards this Administration pledged to rebuild,” Paxton said. 
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OSG and ATC LDOs can upgrade to Chief Mate through the MM&P License 
Advancement Fellowship by applying for MM&P membership via 
comptroller@bridgedeck.org and mmpinfo@bridgedeck.org for reimbursement. The 
Fellowship reimburses 50% of non-reimbursed training costs up to $10,000 per LDO 
for approved courses. For more information, email mmpinfo@bridgedeck.org. 

MM&P IS HERE TO LISTEN 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, YOU CAN REACH CAPTAIN SHAWN TUCY OR CAPTAIN TOM LARKIN AT 
MMPINFO@BRIDGEDECK.ORG OR CALL 410-582-7046 

Looking for more information about MM&P? 

Click on the link below for past editions of the newsletters: 

https://bridgedeck.org/osg-newsletters/ 

mailto:mmpinfo@bridgedeck.org
https://bridgedeck.org/osg-newsletters/
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